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(54) IMAGE PROCESSOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce image quality 
deterioration caused when an erroneous image area 
separation result is obtained by separating a noted 
picture element into a character area or a pattern area, 
evaluating the reliability of the image area separation 
result and controlling the image processing based on the 
separation result and the evaluation value. 
SOLUTION: An image area separation processing block 9 
is made up of a dot separate circuit separating a pattern 
area and a character area in an original, an edge 
separate circuit, an overall discrimination circuit and a 
reliability evaluation circuit. An image area separation 
result SEG is outputted from the overall discrimination 
circuit based on an output result from the dot separate 
circuit and the edge separate circuit. The reliability 
evaluation circuit counts number of picture elements 
whose reliability evaluation circuit. An image area 
separation result is a pattern area and a character area 
to calculate reliability REL being the image area separate 

result of the noted picture element. The intensity of a smoothing filter circuit 3 and the 
intensity of an edge emphasis filter circuit 4 and a UCR amount of a UCR circuit 6 are 
controlled based on the image area separate result SEG and the reliability REL obtained in the 
image area separation processing block 9. 
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